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Four of the six opposition parties in Nicaragua's National Assembly are forming a "tactical bloc"
to become "the second largest parliamentary force" in the country. The alliance of the four parties
the Independent Liberals, the Popular Social Christians, the Communists, and the Socialists was
originally proposed by the Socialist Party. The alliance would give the parties a combined total of
19 seats, five more than the Democratic Conservatives, who are the second largest party in the 96-
seat Assembly. (The FSLN has 61 seats.) Strength, however, is not only measured in seats, but by the
ability of the opposition parties to unite around a common position on the wording of a bill. They
often spend so much time disputing which version of a given bill to endorse that the Sandinista
version is approved without changes. Whether the new opposition bloc in the Assembly will have an
impact depends on whether or not it will be able to hold itself together. The Independent Liberals
are already sharply split between the faction represented by party leader Virgilio Godoy [who is
accused by his opponents of dictatorial methods within the party and of being too much a tool of
the US Embassy], and a center-left faction led by Eduardo Coronado, which won about 40% of the
vote in recent internal party elections. The two have rarely voted together on issues that have come
up in the National Assembly in recent months. Since Aug. 7, or the signing of the peace plan by the
five presidents, however, they appear to be trying to patch up their differences in hopes of emerging
as the most influential opposition force in the country. Nathan Sevilla, a Sandinista delegate in
the Assembly, noted that the political parties law permits alliances. He added that "the Sandinista
Front could agree with positions of these parties when their attitudes respond to the interests of
the Nicaraguan people." He warned, however, that if the bloc dedicates itself to making rightwing
formulations that only suit US policy, "we will denounce such manipulation very clearly." [From
Central American Historical Institute UPDATE, 6:24 (08/27/87). CAHI is an independent research
group in Washington, DC, affiliated with the Instituto Historico Centroamericano, Managua,
Nicaragua.]
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